
The Hannaton Mechina

The first Mechina in Israel affiliated with the 
Conservative (Masorti) Movement

We invite you to be our partner in cultivating 
the new leadership for Israeli society.
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We work in partnership with: Our programs are generously supported by:



The Hannaton Educational Center
On its full-service campus in the Lower Galilee, the Hannaton Educational 
Center engages current and future Jewish leaders in open dialogue and 
creative expression regarding their evolving connection to Judaism and Israel.

Our core programming, which includes educational seminars, hands-on 
experiential activities, and extended exploratory retreats, invites participants 
to examine their own Jewish identity and spirituality and commitment to the 
Jewish People, as well as how to powerfully incorporate traditional Jewish 
customs and practices into their modern, mainstream lives 

Affiliated with the Masorti Movement and situated 
on Kibbutz Hannaton, the Center aims to 
stimulate, for Israelis, a richer connection to 
Judaism and, for Diaspora Jews, a dynamic 
connection to Israel.

About the Program

A Mechina is a post-high school program 
dedicated to a year of study, educational 
work, and community service before beginning 
compulsory military service in the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF).

The Mechinot (plural) today are creating a reservoir of high-caliber youth who
become leaders in the army and will continue to serve in leadership positions
throughout Israeli society.

Launched in 2012, our year-long leadership training, work and study track is 
the only Mechina in Israel affiliated with the Masorti Movement. The Mechina 
strives to integrate Jewish pluralism in Israeli society and especially in the 
IDF. Mechina students volunteer in the Hannaton surroundings and have 
an ongoing dialogue with our Arab neighbors in order to create a vibrant 
momentum in the Galilean community. The Mechina draws students from 
various backgrounds and offers an important opportunity to talented at-risk 
youth and women.

Goals

The goals of the Hannaton Mechina are:

 y To develop and empower young leaders with passion, knowledge, and 
commitment, with an eye toward promoting the values of Judaism, Zionism, 
and Democracy in Israel.

 y To establish a new generation of leadership - for both the Israeli Defense 
Force and Israeli society, and for the Masorti/Conservative Movement in 
particular - who will effect change and instill the intrinsic values of Judaism 
and modernity in the course of their work.

Long-term Viability

Because of the quality of these programs and their importance to 
Israelisociety, the Israeli Knesset passed a law in 2009 that recognizes 
theexistence of Mechinot and ensures significant subsidies for programs 
that meet established criteria after their first two years of operation.From 
then on, governmental subsidies and tuition fees will cover 70% of the cost 
of the program and will ensure financial stability for the Hannaton Mechina.


